Rex "Stout, author of 30 Nero 
Wolfe novels and president of 
the Authors: League of Amer- 
ica. denounced; .yesterday the 
recent Supreme . ' Court deci- 
sion on. obscenity, in literature, 
asserting that “we cannot hasve 
acceptable . laws -against 'ob- 
scenity because we cannot de- 
fine obscenity.” 

The author, 80, spoke at The 
Washington Post’s final Rook 
and Author luncheon of the 
season at the Statler Hilton.^ 
He dwelt (only briefly on his? 
latest novel, 'The DoorbeM 
Rang,” devoting most of his re- 
marks to criticism of what he 
called a "ridiculous” move by 
the Supreme Court to - ham- 
string writers. 

"The Authors League of 
Am eric a. is not in favor of 
dirt,”' he said, “but it- is in 
favor, of having writers free- to 
write what they want and to 
find a publisher. - 
: “Then, let the 190 million 
people in this' country fight it. 
out,” he declared. 

’ Three Other Guests 

He called the 5-to-4 decision 
of the Supreme Court in up- 
h o 1 d i u g the conviction of 
Ralph Ginzburg, publisher of 
“Eros” magazine “one more 
proof that it is impossible for 
anyone to give an objective, 
definition of obscenity.” 

The : morality of literature 
Should be within- the realm 
of “the parent and grand- 
parent, rather than idle cop 
and the legislature,” he said. 

Stout was j onnied by three 
other guests, David Sdhoen- 
ibrun, author of “The Three 
lives of Charles de Gaulle”; 
Alice ABbrigtat Hoge, 25-year- 
old writer of ‘'Cissy Batter- 
son,” a biography of the late 
publisher, and Branjc C, Wtai- 
drop, author of ‘McCormick 
of Chicago,” * bfograptayof 
CoL Hebert A. McCormick, 
late publisher of the Chicago 
Tribune. 

Schoenforum, who has led an 
eventful life as a radio and 
television oorrespoudenit and 
commentator, explained lhiis 
feelings about de Gaulle in 
thii« fashion: 



“De Ganllle is not . engaging 
in petty revenge against the 
United- States. He’s against us 
because we ! ue big and strong, 
and he iresents it.” 

He said de Gaulle, because 
he has been unable to be : a 
“big power,” wants now to be- 
come “the ibiggest of the j 
powers.” - ' ■ . -- ■ 

. Schoenbrun lamented the 
lapse in. the drive for Euro- 
pean unity caused by de 
Gaiuile, but warned against 
overrating his power. 

“It is not deGaulle who Is 
stopping us from achieving 
the Atlantic community. We 
have defaulted,” he said. He ' 
'also expressed discontent with 
the war in Vietnam, 6aying; 
Chasing Stories^ . History 

“I don’t see how we can caU ; 
it agression when it’s actually 
a real revolution. But I guess 
nobody’s saying that much 
around Washington these 
days.” 

Mrs. Hoge said her motive 
for writing her great aunt’s 
biography stemmed from a de- 
sire to know about Washing- 
ton. . 

“When I came here in. 1962, 

I didn’t know- the city ’at all 
—but chasing the stories and r 
history of my aunt took care 
of tljat,” she said. ' 

“In all, Lfound that whether 
I liked : it or not, I; found my- 
self coming under the spell of 1 
one whom you could cair'the 
real spirit of Washington,’’' she "< 
said. - - - . 

Waldrop, biographer of the 
volatile McCormick, described , 
his feelings after writing the ! 
book: . . . ■ i 

“I suffer from the same 
problem as anyone who writes j 
about a McCormick or a Pat- I 
terson — how - to- write about : 
them and live.’ r 
He said “every person in v 
Chicago” had a perspnal.com- 
ment to make on. some aspect 
of McCormick’s life that Wal- 
drop either included or left 
put of the book. 

“I . tried to see if I could i 
make sense of a man. who rare- ' 
ly made sense to himself— al- 
though I’m sure he thought 
he did,” Waldrop said. 



Decision on Obscenity 
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By 1 Ken. Pan. fitalf Ehotographef . 

BOOK TALK — Authors who appeared .at yesterday’s 
Washington Post Book and Author Luncheon chat 
before the event; From left are: Frank C. Waldrop, 1 j 
Bex Stout, Alice Albright Hogeand David Schoenbrun. : 



